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To those awakened and directionless 

wandering toward yonder abyss 

I say “not that way” 

 

 

—Keiji Haino, Pathétique, P.S.F. Records, Tokyo, 1994, 

translated by Alan Cummings 

 



 

 

 
Each of the three-hundred sixty-five passages in this 

book was written in its entirety to the accompaniment of 

a recording of a particular piece of music.  The work is 

identified at the end of each passage.  As an oblique 

explanation for this process, the following two quotes 

are offered. 

 

 

“Good Evening.  I hope you don’t mind if I say a few 

words.  If you can’t hear them or you can hear them but 

you don’t understand them, it’s alright.  They don’t 

really mean anything.  Their purpose is to occupy the 

left-hand side of the brain while I’m playing.  Some 

people smoke.  Some drink.  I talk to myself.”* 

 

 

“It was also made clear in this exchange that music can 

be viewed as a consequence of active listening; it is, at 

some level, through informed listening that music is 

constructed.  Placing the skillful listener in such an 

active role explodes the category of experiences that we 

call listening to music, because it allows the listener the 

improvisatory freedom to frame any moment or any 

experience as a musical one.  The improvisor is always 

listening; the listener is always improvising.”† 

 

 

An index of musicians appears at the end of the book, as 

do several other related indices. 

 

 
*Derek Bailey (January 29, 1930-December 25, 2005) from “Aida”, side 

C:  Introductions, HJRLP205, Honest Jon’s Records, London, 2018 

(originally recorded 1980). 

 
†Vijay Iyer (October 26, 1971-) from “Why Roscoe Mitchell is 

Important”, Table & Chairs, 2013. 
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2001 ..... 22, 25, 228, 229, 230, 231, 

232, 233, 234, 235, 236, 237, 

238, 239, 240 

2002 ..... 25, 99, 100, 104, 105, 106, 

241, 242, 243, 244, 245, 246, 

247, 248, 249, 250, 251, 252, 

253 

2003 ....... 32, 33, 34, 35, 36, 37, 88, 

89, 90, 91, 92, 93, 94, 95, 96, 97, 

98, 101, 102, 103, 254, 255, 256, 

257, 258, 259, 260, 261, 262, 

263, 264, 265, 266, 267, 268, 

269, 270, 271, 272, 273, 274, 

275, 276, 277, 278, 279, 280, 

281, 282, 283 

2004 ......... 284, 285, 286, 287, 288, 

289, 290, 291, 292, 293, 294, 

295, 296, 297, 298, 299, 300, 

301, 302, 303, 304, 305, 306, 

307, 308, 309, 310, 311, 312, 

313, 314, 315, 316, 317, 318, 

319, 320, 321, 322, 323, 324 

2005 ......... 325, 326, 327, 328, 329, 

330, 331, 332, 333, 334, 335, 

336, 337, 338, 339, 340, 341, 

342, 343, 344, 345, 346, 347, 

348, 349, 350, 351, 352, 353, 

354, 355, 356, 357, 358, 359, 

360, 361, 362, 363, 364 

2006 .......................................... 365 

2011 .................... 83, 84, 85, 86, 87 

2012 ..... 7, 8, 26, 64, 65, 66, 67, 68, 

69, 70, 71, 72, 73, 74, 75, 76, 77, 

78, 79, 80, 81, 82 

2013 .... 9, 10, 21, 59, 60, 61, 62, 63 

2014 ............................................ 58 

2015 .......................... 54, 55, 56, 57 

2016 ................................ 51, 52, 53 

2017 ........ 44, 45, 46, 47, 48, 49, 50 

2018 .............. 38, 39, 40, 41, 42, 43 

2019 .......... 147, 148, 149, 150, 151 

 

 



 

 

About the Author 

 

It can be said that the fruiting body of Hebeloma Crustuliniforme 

sprouted from an extensive subterranean network in response to a spring 

rain, sometime during the last quarter of the twentieth century.  She 

pursued an eclectic education, typically outside the institutional 

credentialing process.  She has worked in Europe and America as an 

anthropologist and as an editor.  She currently serves as the Editor-in-

Chief of the International Journal of Exploratory Meta-Living and 

occupies a similar role at the Poison Pie Publishing House.   

Her interest in cleromancy arose naturally from her study of 

apophenia, the human perception of patterns and intent in random or 

meaningless data.  Common examples of apophenia include seeing a 

man or a rabbit in the surface of the moon, or hearing a message when an 

audio recording is played backward, or responding to tragedy with the 

sentiment, “Everything happens for a reason.”  There are, no doubt 

skeptics, who might well consider cleromancy an exercise in apophenia.  

To be clear, cleromancy is a conscious, willful act of apophenia, seeking 

portents in random processes. 

Hebeloma admits apophenia.  She embraces it because she associates 

the rejection of apophenia with the acknowledgment that she is a purely 

biological organism limited to reacting to physical processes.  Without 

pretense, she accepts that she is governed by a relatively complex set of 

physical and chemical systems, both internal and external. It is also easy 

for her to admit without embarrassment that existence as a purely 

biological organism is unsatisfying, if not unpleasant.  Since ancient 

times, people therefore have accentuated existence with arbitrary 

decorations, such as morality, in order to construct a framework in which 

they can come to comfortable terms with the premise of their existence 

and their role within it.  From this perspective, apophenia can play an 

important function.  It helps create an environment where people are able 

to make peace with themselves and to allow others to do the same.  

There is a great joy in what others might refer to as a deep self-delusion.  

Hebeloma asks the readers’ indulgence to allow her to share that joy. 
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Also (Un)Available from the Poison Pie Publishing House 

Post-Existential Fantasies Generated through  

a Non-Idiomatic Improvisational Creative Process 

 

Novels 

●  A Fractured Portrait of Iris (2018) 

●  Piecemeal:  Proceedings of the International Congress on 

Exploratory Meta-Living (2018) 

●  2017:  The Year of the Every-Day Magician, or A Second-Hand 

Account of the Rise and Fall of the Renegades of the American 

Muslim Registry (2017) 

●  The Ornithological Collection of Uwetsiageyv:  A Flight of Fancy 

in 201 Parts (2016) 

●  Wouldn’t the Wood Weird, or Impractical Prayers from the Spindle 

of the Void (2016) 

●  The Portable Library of Hong Samud:  a novel that grew as a vine 

grows, guided by an innate, phototactic sensitivity (2015) 

●  The Augur in the Arbor Inn:  A Tautological Myth of Evolution 

(2015) 

●  The Implacable Absence:  A Non-Idiomatic Improvisational Duet 

(2014) (with Henry E. Gorton) 

●  The Ruins of My Daughter’s Cities:  An Imaginary Travelogue 

(2013) 

●  The Dream Quest of Unknown Kadath (Revisited):  A Modern 

Adaptation of the Novella by H.P. Lovecraft (2012) 

●  The Sutra of Reverse Possession:  A Novel of Non-Idiomatic 

Improvisation (2012) 

●  The Horties:  An Invisible Novel (2010) 

●  Owen & Dolores:  A Sketch  (2000) 

●  Perhaps:  The Continuing Exploits of Alton & Eugenia (2000) 

●  Alton & Eugenia:  Twelve Stories (1999) 

●  Slow Ecclesiastes:  An American Novel of the Late Twentieth 

Century (1998) 

●  A Memory of Fire:  A Novel of Indeterminate Conflagrations 

(1997) 

●  Symptoms of the Lunatic (1997) 
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Novels (continued) 

●  The Wooing of Eva:  An Empty Journal (1996) 

●  Hysteresis:  An Asymmetric Account of an Individual Apocalypse 

(1995) 

●  novelwise:  a treatise on wisdom by process of elimination (1995) 

●  June and Jitter (the bugs) (1993) 

●  insect:  an entomological fairy tale (1993) 

●  These Stars Are All The Same:  A Survey of Constellations (1993) 

●  I Saw Blood and then Everything Went Black:  Sixteen Dark Fables 

from the Future (1993) 

●  this is how we are:  a daemonic debut (1992) 

 

Illustrated Books (with the Keffer family) 

●  An Ornithological Grimoire of East Tennessee (2017) 

●  A Bestiary of East Tennessee (2015) 

●  The Faerienomicon (2014) 

●  The Mushroomnomicon (2013) 

●  Tales of the Mushroom People II:  Call of Cthulhushroom (2012) 

●  Tales of the Mushroom People (2011) 

●  Eugenia and the Forest (2000) 

 

Prayer Books 

●  Jacob’s Dream (2015) (with Ruth Keffer) 

●  A Prayer Book for the Damned (2014) 

 

Collected Stories 

●  The Leg & Other Stories (1991-2013) 
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