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Each of the three-hundred sixty-five passages in this
book was written in its entirety to the accompaniment of
a recording of a particular piece of music. The work is
identified at the end of each passage. The process of
“writing as listening”” admits the embodied cognition in
the music. Furthermore, as the American pianist Vijay
Iyer has noted, “[M]usic can be viewed as a
consequence of active listening...Placing the skillful
listener in such an active role explodes the category of
experiences that we call listening to music...”

An index of musicians appears at the end of the book, as
do several other related indices.
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Afterword

We feel compelled to append to this score a peripherally-related,
explanatory note on the various asynchronous processes present in
Hebeloma’s Abyssal Aria. As we perceive it, there are at least five time
elements, in which the musical, literary, artistic and various
interpretative actions of the Abyssal Aria take place.

e On one day, some times many decades in the past, one or more
musicians played the music, to which each daily passage in the
Abyssal Aria was written.

The writing of a passage of the Abyssal Aria occurred on a
second, different day.

The artwork for the Abyssal Aria was created on a third day.

The reading of the passages and viewing of the artwork in the
Abyssal Aria occurred on fourth day, different for each visitor.

On a fifth day, perhaps many decades in the future, the musical
performance of the Abyssal Aria takes place.

Some of the processes in this cycle have already concluded, while
others remain underway and still others have not yet begun. The notion
that all these actions should have transpired on the same day is, of
course, absurd and contrary to the fundamental manner in which human
beings experience time.

written on June 1, 2022
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About the Creators

It can be said that the fruiting body of Hebeloma Crustuliniforme
sprouted from an extensive subterranean network in response to a spring
rain, sometime during the last quarter of the twentieth century. She
pursued an eclectic education, typically outside the institutional
credentialing process. She has worked in Europe and America as an
anthropologist and as an editor. She currently serves as the Editor-in-
Chief of the International Journal of Exploratory Meta-Living and
occupies a similar role at the Poison Pie Publishing House.

Her interest in a literature of non-idiomatic improvisation arose
naturally from her study of apophenia, the human perception of patterns
and intent in random or meaningless data. There is a great joy to be
discovered in what others might regard as a deep self-delusion.
Hebeloma asks the readers’ indulgence to allow her to share that joy.

Julia K. Keffer is the creative force behind the Bus Stop Art Show of
Phoenix, Arizona. The Bus Stop Art Show embraces the ephemerality
of art and its unknowable impacts through the unsanctioned placement
of artwork in public spaces. The dismantling of the art is an invited act
inseparably entwined with the self-selecting distribution of the works by
passers-by who discover something that appeals to them and who take a
piece with them.

The twelve works, one appearing at the beginning of each chapter of
the Abyssal Aria, are portraits of characters and scenes, informed by
descriptions within the score. No further instructions were necessary.
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Also (Un)Available from the Poison Pie Publishing House
Post-Existential Fantasies Generated through
a Non-Idiomatic Improvisational Creative Process

Musical Scores

Hebeloma’s Swamp Fantasy Overture (2021)

Novels

Shaharazad & the Ten-Thousand and One Diluvian Knights (2020)

A Practicum on Divination via Cleromancy (2019)

A Fractured Portrait of Iris (2018)

Piecemeal: Proceedings of the International Congress on
Exploratory Meta-Living (2018)

2017: The Year of the Every-Day Magician, or A Second-Hand
Account of the Rise and Fall of the Renegades of the American
Muslim Registry (2017)

The Ornithological Collection of Uwetsiageyv: A Flight of Fancy
in 201 Parts (2016)

Wouldn’t the Wood Weird, or Impractical Prayers from the Spindle
of the Void (2016)

The Portable Library of Hong Samud: a novel that grew as a vine
grows, guided by an innate, phototactic sensitivity (2015)

The Augur in the Arbor Inn: A Tautological Myth of Evolution
(2015)

The Implacable Absence: A Non-Idiomatic Improvisational Duet
(2014) (with Henry E. Gorton)

The Ruins of My Daughter’s Cities: An Imaginary Travelogue
(2013)

The Dream Quest of Unknown Kadath (Revisited): A Modern
Adaptation of the Novella by H.P. Lovecraft (2012)

The Sutra of Reverse Possession: A Novel of Non-Idiomatic
Improvisation (2012)

The Horties: An Invisible Novel (2010)

Owen & Dolores: A Sketch (2000)

Perhaps: The Continuing Exploits of Alton & Eugenia (2000)

Alton & Eugenia: Twelve Stories (1999)
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Novels (continued)

Slow Ecclesiastes: An American Novel of the Late Twentieth
Century (1998)

A Memory of Fire: A Novel of Indeterminate Conflagrations
(1997)

Symptoms of the Lunatic (1997)

The Wooing of Eva: An Empty Journal (1996)

Hysteresis: An Asymmetric Account of an Individual Apocalypse
(1995)

novelwise: a treatise on wisdom by process of elimination (1995)

June and Jitter (the bugs) (1993)

insect: an entomological fairy tale (1993)

These Stars Are All The Same: A Survey of Constellations (1993)

I Saw Blood and then Everything Went Black: Sixteen Dark Fables
from the Future (1993)

this is how we are: a daemonic debut (1992)

Ilustrated Books (with the Keffer family)

An Ornithological Grimoire of East Tennessee (2017)

A Bestiary of East Tennessee (2015)

The Faerienomicon (2014)

The Mushroomnomicon (2013)

Tales of the Mushroom People II: Call of Cthulhushroom (2012)
Tales of the Mushroom People (2011)

Eugenia and the Forest (2000)

Prayer Books

Jacob’s Dream (2015) (with Ruth Keffer)
A Prayer Book for the Damned (2014)

Collected Stories

The Leg & Other Stories (1991-2013)
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