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Notes o\ Tetralogy
How | Survived the Presidency of
Douchebag J. Troglodyte
A Dally Account

by David J. Keffer
written: April 3, 2026
Knoxville, Tennessee, USA
edito@poisonpie.com

Abstract:The Poison Pie Publishing Heuisits a set of brief notes originally published online in
2021 JAJi[ Yecc[dji \ebbem jA[ j[jhWbe]o" °>em ? Ikhl I[Z j~] F
:W_bo 7YYekdj»" m~A_ YA mWi i[h_Wbbo fkXb_i*"[Z ed W ZW _bo
with an epilogue that concluded January 20, 2021. The purpose of these notes is to provide a
writing. The timeliness in reissuing the notes is brought aboutgbgdatodeof our democratic princ
and more broadly social civility, resulting from the second term of the titular president. We si
ourselves of the role of the arts in contributing to the preservation of a culture that operoygesij:
effortsto destroy the lorgjanding buincreasinglyenuous virtues that define an admittedly imp
American society.

The blog of the Poison Pie Publishing Hoade post eschews elaborate aftesfact polishing so too is

a new entry every day from January 1, 2017 to this writing subject to no further editing. Such
December 31, 2020. The writings from each yealimprovised music is "heard as played"; these books
were collected into laerary work, three of which are "read as written".

took the form afioves and one a practicurour

brief notes taken from the forward to the final 2. Writing as Listening

volume are reproduced below. Each of the orieousand fotundred and sixty

one passages in this tetralogy was written in its
entirety to the accompaniment of a recording of a
This tetralogy is a work of -fdomatic particular piece of music. The work is identified at
improvisation. The author wrote one page each daythe end of each passage. Such a process admits the
Upon completion of each passage, the text wasembodied cognition in the music. Furthermore, as
uploaded to the site of the Poison Pie Publishingthe American pianist Vijay lyer has noted, "[M]usic
House. Just as +bomatic improvised music can be viewed as a consequence of active

1. A Literature of Nddiomatic Improvisation
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listening...Placing the skillful listener in such an
active role explodes the category of experiences
that we call listening to musfc..."

3. A Tetralogy

The content of all four books represents a dailyf*
contribution beginning January 1, 2017 and ending¥
December 31, 2020, corresponding approximately t¢as
the term of the current president of the United ©
States of America. Lest there be any
misunderstanding, this collective work is an
unambiguous repudiation of the-fifitltypresident
of the United States of America, who invoked the|
lowest forms of divisive rhetoric to take office with
a minority of the vote, aided by the intervention of =
a foreign power. While in office, this president, on a'* &
daily basis, has stoked the worst impulses off;
Americans, attempting to set one against the others
for his own advantage.

4. No Apology

The title of the tetralogy is "How | Survived the
Presidency of Douchebag J. Troglodyte: A Dai#
Account”. For those who decry this title as an _
antagonistic provocation, which further inflames therigure 1'_ _Cover fr@®l7: The Year of the Every
unproductive hyppartisanship that currently Day Magicig2017)

consumes the country, we do nqt di‘sagree.. At theThe first book in the tetralogyitled 2017: The
same time, we are compelled to justify the title by Year of the Evebay Magicidnit is subtitledd

the recogr|1ition that :;ailri‘ng 0 e?plicitlyl call dOlIJt tge Secondiland Account of the Rise and Fall of the
egregiously corrupt behavior of our elected leaders . . i
thgreaqtens t)(/) normzlize it for future generations. Rrenegades Of. the Ame_'r/can Mustim .Rey‘“fy

novel was serially published on a daily basis from
January 1, 2017 through December 31, ZBik/.
Xeea _i Z[iYh_X[Z Xo a’gostWkj*eh W
In this section, we provide the title and cover for existential fantasy generated through a non

each work in the tetralogy. The reference containsidiomatic improvisational creative process
a link to the entry to the work on the site of the

Poison Pie Publishing House. At the time of writing,
all works remain available via free, anonymous
access.

Links to the Works
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Figure 2. Cover fréiecemeal: Proceedings of the Figure 3. Cover frénPracticum on Divination via
International Congress on Exploratoryl iMieta Cleromand2019)
(2018)

The third book in the tetralogtliesd A Practicum
The second book in the tetralotifjeid Hecemeal: on Divination via Cleromédndhis work was
Proceedings of the International Congress onserially published on a daily basis from January 1,
Exploratory Metaving This novel was serially 2019 through December 31, 2019. This book is
published on a daily basis from January 1, 2018Z[iYh_X[Z Xo j*[ aWdoptristentali ©
through December 31, 20T8is book is described fantasy generated through a -idmmatic

Xo j*" Wkj*ahpo$xkisténtial fantasy improvisational creative proses®Vi m[bsb Wi ©
generated through a fidiomatic improvisational  practical invitation to a joint exercise in apophenia
creative processd and introspection$
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Figure 4 Cover fronshaharazad and the-Ten Figure 5. Cover frém Epilogu@021)
Thousand and One Diluvian K(Qa3)

The tetralogyalso includean epilogue thaales
The fourth book in the tetralogy is tBlegharazad the form of a pamphtethe epilogue was serially
and the Tefihousand and One Diluvian Khights published on a daily basis from January 1, 2021
This work was serially published on a daily basighrough January 20, 2021. This pamphlet brought
from January 1, 2020 through December 31, 2020us to the end of the prestddrierm
JN i Xeea _i Z[iYh_X[Z &Xmsi*[ Wkj*eh Wi ©
existential apocalyptic horror generated through a
noridiomatic improvisational creative prockss
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The Poison Pie Publishing Hisuase independent
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Figure 6. All works were published by the Poisongem:"rated through a Adiomatic improvisational

) N : : , writing process. In addition to serving as a
Pie Publishing House in a physmal f?““‘?‘i‘”S‘ publishing house, PPPH hoststs bldgWwdz °7d
few months of the year following their writing.
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These notes were originally published on the blog Okeferences
the Poison Pie Publishing House under th& title

Tetralogy: How | Survived Fhe Presidency of; lyer, V.Why Roscoe Mitchell is ImpoTiable &
Douchebag J. Troglodyte: A Daily Account Chairs, 2013.

) _ 2. Keffer, D.X2017: The Year of the Ev2ay
As made clear in the second note above, the writing Magician: A Seceahd Account of the Rise and Fall
from each day occurred while listening to a piece of  of the Renegades of the American Muslim Registry
music. A document collectively identifying the 2017, Knoxville, TN: Poison Pie Publishing House.
music from all four books as well as the epilogue is Available from:
available onlife. The page numbeis this https://www.poisonpie.com/publishing/2017/2017.

document correspond to tHeaedworks of the html _ _
tetralogy, in which all four parts and the epilogue 3. Keffer, D.JBroceedings of the International Congress

are assembled into a single volume. This volume 97 EXploratory Mélaving2018, Knoxville, TN:

. . . Poison Pie Publishing House. Available from:
has not been published in any format, electronic or i . . S .
https://www.poisonpie.com/publishing/piceml/pice

print. mLhtml

4. Crustuliniforme, WM. Practicum on Divination via
Cleromanc®019, Knoxville, TN: Poison Pie
Publishing House. Available from:
https://www.poisonpie.com/publishing/cleromancy/
text/apracticum.html

5. Keffer, D.J4 Tetralogy: How | Survived the
Presidency of Douchebag J. Troglodyte: A Daily
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